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On August 25, 2008 at 1900 hours, the Boise Fire Department re-

sponded to the report of a grass fire in the vicinity of E. Amity and 

Holcomb Rd. in southeast Boise.  The incident progressed to a 

general alarm with all Boise Fire units and several units from oth-

er agencies involved in fire suppression activities.  The end result 

was 1 civilian fatality, 10 homes destroyed and 11 others heavily 

damaged. 

Since that time, the City of Boise, along with our cooperative part-

ners, have made significant efforts to begin mitigating the risks 

that wildfire poses to the residents, infrastructure and plant/

wildlife ecology in this area.  Some of these efforts are listed in 

the following bullet points: 

 Adopted building and fire prevention 

codes specific to the WUI. 

 Dedicated staff to interdepartmental wild-

fire mitigation team (Fire, Parks & PDS). 

 Signed a multi-agency wildfire mitigation 

MOU with Boise District BLM, Idaho De-

partment of Fish & Game, Ada County 

and the City of Eagle. 

 Built many cooperative partnerships. 

 Obtained grant funding from multiple 

sources for various fuel treatments. 

 Increased the number of Firewise Com-

munities in Boise from two (2) to six (6). 

 Initiated a Southwest Idaho Wildfire Miti-

gation Forum for area stakeholders. 

 Presented at numerous HOA and NA 

meetings with partners organizations. 

 Provided WUI code education to develop-

ers, builders and architects. 

 Provided wildfire home assessment 

training to residents and neighborhood 

watch leaders. 

 Encouraged many more homeowners to 

buy into Firewise principles and begin 

efforts to reduce their risk from wildfire. 

 Became part of the nationwide FAC 

Learning Network, a group of communi-

ties tied together to share best practices 

and lessons learned. 

2008 Oregon Trail Fire 

The Boise Fire Department is privileged to be the Fire Adapted Community Learning Net-
work hub organization for Ada County, one of eighteen (18) nationwide. 

Home Destroyed During 2008 Oregon Trail Fire 



OREGON TRAIL AREA TIMELINE 

NFPA—Backyards & Beyond 2013 
In 2013 we had the privilege of sharing our successes, in regard to partnership building in 
wildfire mitigation, at the 2013 NFPA Backyards & Beyond Conference in Salt Lake City, Utah.  
We have also shared project information and lessons learned, at the 2014 Fire Adapted Com-
munities Learning Network workshop in Colorado Springs, Colorado.  In both 2013 and 2014 
we hosted a Southwest Idaho Wildfire Mitigation Forum, to bring stakeholders from all arenas 
together to network and learn from one another, building efficiencies in wildfire mitigation 
efforts; this will continue on an annual basis. 

 

August 25th Oregon Trail Fire 

Section 7-01-69 AMENDMENT ADD-
ING CHAPTER 49, WILDLAND URBAN 
INTERFACE CODE 

4901 Scope: Upon the effective date of 
this ordinance, the requirements con-
tained herein shall be applicable to all 
new structures and additions constructed 
within the Boise City Wildland-Urban In-
terface (WUI) Zones……. 

Boise City meetings took 
place to determine areas 
where we can better reduce 
risk through policy and or-
dinance. 

Creation of City of Boise 
Wildfire Mitigation Team 
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Columbia Village—A Success Story 

In 2013 Columbia Village, whose residents were directly affected by the 2008 Oregon Trail 
Fire, became the 6th community in Boise to obtain national recognition as a Firewise 
Community.  Since that time, they have taken a proactive approach to mitigating their risk 
from wildfire in and around their community of over 1400 homes. 

21 acres—Sagebrush Thinning 15 acres—Sagebrush Thinning 

36 acres—Graze, Plateau & Reseed 

11 acres—Sagebrush Thinning 

25 acres—Sagebrush Thinning 

75 acres—Graze, Plateau & Reseed 
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