
The Dolores watershed is under an increasing threat for high-

severity wildfires and subsequent post-fire flooding that may cause 

extensive soil erosion and debris flows that  degrade water quality. 

Wildfires of lower intensity or smaller size than what you typically 

see on TV are an integral part of our ecosystems. 

The Dolores River provides irrigation water to over 

farm and ranch land. Forest restoration can result in 

more grass in the understory which benefits wild and 

domesticated grazers.  

Healthy forests store water from snow and 

rainfall and slowly release it. 

A sustainable supply of  trees removed by 

forest thinning could  be utilized to create 

forest products, biofuels, and electricity, 

revitalizing the forest product industry in 

southwest Colorado. 

The Dolores River provides drinking water to  

over 25,000 residents thoughout Montezuma 

and Dolores Counties and the communities of  

Cahone, Dolores, Dove Creek,  Lewis, Pleasant 

View, Rico, and Towaoc. 

Healthy forest and streams provide habitat 

for fish and wildlife and protect them from 

damaging wildfire, flooding and ash-flows 

that often follow high-severity burns. 

An over-crowded forest not only makes it susceptible to 

high-intensity wildfires, but it reduces genetic diversity 

and tree vitality, leaving the forest prone to insect and 

disease outbreaks. 

Healthy and scenic reservoir, river, forest, 

and mountains, benefits southwest Colorado’s 

recreation opportunities and tourist economy. 

Homes and communities in wildfire prone 

landscapes may suffer from impacts of high-

intensity wildfires. Ironically, the presence of 

structures contributes to a fire suppression 

strategy that leads to a build-up of forest 

fuels and the potential for more devastating 

wildfire and post-fire impacts. Fire Adapted 

Communities can live safely with wildfire,  

supporting the re-introduction of natural fire 

cycles. 

Restoring essential forested lands and ecosystem functions upstream 

will improve water quality and yield, reduce the risk of catastrophic 

wildfire to our homes, communities, and other values at risk, and 

provide a myriad of economic and ecologic benefits. 

Enhancing opportunities for cross-boundary management on local, state, and federal public and private lands to: 

Enable active management projects in all forest types to reduce the potential extent of high-severity wildfires,   

promote forest health and appropriate age, size, and class diversity, and provide a myriad of additional ecological and 

economic benefits; 

Prepare for the potential outcomes of a “catalyzing event” such as a severe wildfire and post-fire erosion and    

flooding,  including identification of critical resources and values at risk.    Pre-plan and build relationships and     

communication to support an effective response; 

Protect McPhee reservoir and other municipal water supplies by creating a resilient landscape in the Dolores River 

watershed.  Improve and protect watershed health and functionality, lives and property, water-delivery systems, and 

other values at risk within the watershed; and 

Demonstrate that a healthy ecosystem and healthy economy are compatible goals.  Assist industry in scaling up     

harvesting and processing, applying best management practices. 

THE DOLORES WATERSHED AND RESILIENT FOREST (DWARF) COLLABORATIVE 



 

PUBLIC LANDS 

San Juan National Forest—Dolores Ranger 

District:  

Tres Rios Bureau of Land Management 

STATE AGENCIES 

Colorado State Forest Service 

Colorado Parks and Wildlife 

Division of Fire Prevention & Control 

COUNTY GOVERNMENT 

Montezuma County: Public Lands; Emergency 

Management; GIS 

Dolores County: Commissioner review 

WATER 

Dolores Water Conservancy District 

Division of Water Resources 

Bureau of Reclamation 

City of Cortez—water treatment plant 

Town of Dolores 

Town of Rico 

Town of Dove Creek 

CONSERVATION COMMUNITY 

The Nature Conservancy 

San Juan Citizens Alliance 

Mountain Studies Institute 

Bird Conservancy of the Rockies 

Trout Unlimited 

TIMBER INDUSTRY 

Western Excelsior 

Stonertop Lumber 

Aspen Wall Wood 

Findley Logging 

Montrose Forest Products 

FIRE ADAPTED COMMUNITIES 

FireWise of Southwest Colorado 

Fire Adapted Communities Learning Network 

- Watershed and Treatment Economics CoPs 

Dolores Volunteer Fire Protection Dist. 

USFS & BLM Fire and Fuels Mgmt. 

STAKEHOLDERS 

CURRENT PROJECTS 
 Continue monthly stakeholder meetings the first Wednesday of each month 

 Watershed wildfire risk assessment (complete by end of 2016) 

 Watershed wildfire resilience plan including treatment strategies and targets 

(complete by July 2017)  

 Develop demonstration site monitoring program 

 Pursue first DWaRF resilient forest demonstration project in 2017 

 Develop web presence and communications and outreach strategy 

 Secure funding to coordinate the group 

VEGETATION COVER IN DOLORES WATERSHED LANDSCAPE 

LEARN MORE 

Contact: Rebecca Samulski 

Coordinator for DWaRF Collaborative 

Call:970-564-7860 

Email: montezumafirwise@gmail.com   

SUPPORT US 
Donate! 

Get involved! 

Restore your property! 

www.gofundme.com/dwarf 

COMMUNITY MEMBERS 


